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of cosmic order. To the primitive mind such principles
can at most be suggested by the regularity of phenomena
like, e.g., the alternation of day and night, or of organic
habits (breathing, heartbeat, hunger, etc.) already acquired
before reflection begins ; but if mere experience were the
source of axioms, such suggestions of regularity would
necessarily have their effect effaced by the preponder-
antly chaotic character of the bulk of experience, and
would be swept away by a cataract of ' lawless'
impressions.

Again it is incumbent on us to note the difficulty of
generalising the empiricist derivation of Axioms: though
Empiricism is over 2000 years old, it has never been
completely carried out, and few indeed would be found to
envy the empiricist the task, e.g. of adequately deriving
the Principle of Identity.

And lastly, it affords just ground for complaint that
empiricism as it stands, does not really satisfy the desire
the appeal to which constituted its chief charm. It does
not really exhibit the derivation of the axioms in a
process of experience. It asserts indeed that such a
derivation occurred. But it assigns to it a d#te in a
so remotely prehistoric and prelogical age that it is im-
possible to observe the details of the process. And in
any case the process is complete. Thus, according to
Mill, the romance of the axioms is past before real
thinking and scientific induction begin : association has
engendered them, but that does not prevent them from
being final constituents of the present intellectual order;
once established "in the dim red dawn of man," they
are exempt from further vicissitudes, and undergo no
selection or real confirmation in the development of our
intelligence. Thus they lay claim to the same vicious
finality as their rivals the a priori structures of the mind :
neither the one nor the other leaves room for a real
growth in the intrinsic powers of the mind.